



























































2015 Land Development Plan Update
Area #1 Community Meeting Notes
Kingdom Life Community Church
April 14th, 2015

Total Attendance: 32 Adults, 2 Children

1. Meeting Location: Staff was thanked for holding the meeting within the community, as opposed to
hosting at a city facility. Bishop Barney Trogdon, who served on the LDP advisory committee in
1999/2000, stated that an in-community meeting was not done in the original creation of the plan and
that many residents are reluctant to attend large, general meetings at city facilities. Other attendees
expressed interest in further in-community meetings, particularly "Town Hall" type meetings with
elected officials.

2. The Development Process: Questions were asked of who makes the request to rezone residential
property and redevelop the property for commercial use; Greensboro Street was of particular interest.
Staff answered that rezonings and the resulting development are the result of private property owners
and private developers. Staff also discussed the rezoning process in general details, including who makes
the application, how the rezoning is advertised and how residents may impact a rezoning decision.
Opportunity exists to further educate residents on the development process and their role within the
process.

3. Affects of Non-Residential Development: Many citizens expressed concerns over encroachment of
commercial/office uses and the impact of rising property values/property taxes. Some residents feel as if
they are being "squeezed out" of established residential areas.

4. Annexation & Infrastructure: Much of the night's discussion revolved around the lack of sewer
infrastructure, along Booker T. Washington Avenue and Kidd Drive in particular, and the question of
how infrastructure can be extended. Residents feel the lack of city infrastructure, especially sewer, are
limiting development opportunities in the ETJ portion of the study area. The annexation process was
discussed in depth, with staff detailing the differences between voluntary and involuntary annexation,
recent changes at the state level with respect to annexation laws, how annexation alone does not
extend infrastructure, but is a cost generally born by the property owners requesting services, and how
to complete a City of Asheboro annexation application for consideration by the City Council.

5. Sidewalks: Questions were raised as to why some areas have sidewalks and others do not. Staff
addressed this question by stating that it can be a function of funds available at the time of street
construction or improvements as well as availability of public right-of-way. Residents expressed general
support for more sidewalks in the area.

6. Transportation: Residents expressed support for expanded transportation options, including public
bus or shuttle. Staff stated that this has been recognized as a need by services such as RCATS and PART,



which have investigated feasibility. It would be beneficial to share the meeting results with these
organizations.

7. Eastside Park: Residents raised concerns about maintenance of park facilities, such as restrooms, but
also conceded that City employees have been prevented from servicing the park due to threats and
harassment. Further investigation should be given to how the City can safely maintain the park.

8. Public Safety: Residents expressed concern over drug activity in the area. Residents acknowledged
that such activity had been eliminated from several "drug house" properties, but stated that vigilance
was needed to prevent it from continuing to be a problem in the area, on both private property and
public facilities, such as Eastside Park.

9. Coming Together as a Community: Residents recognized the need to establish a unified community
voice. The need to take greater ownership of community problems and address them as a community
was also established. Residents are interested in becoming more involved in City government, including
greater attendance at City Council meetings and reaching out to Council members. In discussions with
staff, residents were encouraged to establish neighborhood leadership, generate detailed plans to
accomplish realistic, attainable projects with the resources available and to work steadily and
consistently towards projects. Opportunity exists to further educate residents on the operations of the
City, including how City Council meetings function and how residents may properly express their
concerns, such as through staff's report on neighborhood meetings like this one and by way of the
public comment period at City Council meetings.



